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wider Project also  supports the decarbonisation of Wales  which will contribute to 
biodiversity benefits .  

Management agreements are in place that the Applicant is committed to , in 
agreement with NRW. This includes separate management plans for Gronant 
Dunes and Talacre Warren. These provide a means for the Applicant , in liaison 
with NRW, to continue their commitment to achieving net benefits for 
biodiversity within these sites. In addition, w ith the measures advised in  this report  
including selective scrub management, the enhancemnet of dune slacks and the 
removal and control and non native invasive species, this would further enhance 
the existing dune exsystem and result in a net benefit for biodiveristy  to this 
habitat and species it supports.   

Habitat and species conservation and management plans have  also been 
recommended within the ES for the Consented Development  and conditioned  
under Condition 8 for the Consented Development . A strategy for habitat 
management will be developed and submitted  by  the Applicant to discharge this 
condition  prior to construction of the Consented Development.  
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electrical and fibre optic cable across Talacre Beach and Foreshore 
to the Mean Low Water Spring (MLWS) line, located to the north -
west of the Point of Ayr (PoA) gas terminal   

1.2.3. In response to recent engagement with Flintshire County Council 
(FCC) and to meet recent developments in Welsh Policy and 
Guidance , it was advised that a Green Infrastructure  Statement  be 
produced for  th e Proposed Development , which includes an 
assessment of NBB.  

1.2.4. The Biodiversity Net Gain ( BNG ) (Ref 1.1) assessment submitted for 
the Consented Development remains relevant to the wider 
development , along with an updated walkover  report and 
assessments.  

1.3. APPROACH TO GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STATEMENT  

1.3.1. The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (Welsh Government, 2016 ) (Ref 
1.2) provides context for the delivery of multi -functional green 
infrastructure in fulfilling the Section 6 biodiversity duty. GI can act 
as a resilient ecological network feature to ensure that network 
links between habitats and biodiversity hot spots are mai ntained, to 
provide maximum NBB and well -being. All planning applications  in 
Wales  must include a Green Infrastructure Statement, detailing 
how green infrastructure is incorporated into the development of 
the design.  

1.3.2. Section 6 of the Planning Policy Wales (PPW) (Welsh Government, 
2024 ) (Ref 1.3) establishes the submission of proportionate Green 
Infrastructure Statements with planning applications . 

1.4. APPROACH TO NET BENEFIT FOR BIODIVERSITY 
ASSESSMENT   

1.4.1. The NBB approach which is adopted in Wales has the intention to 
deliver an overall improvement in biodiversity by putting an 
emphasis on proactive consideration of biodiversity and wider 
ecosystem benefits within a placemaking context to be considered 
earl y in the design process (Welsh Government (2024) PPW , Edition 
12).  

1.4.2. NRW  have developed a framework for evaluating ecosystem 
resilience based on five attributes and properties specified in the 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and PPW. This is referred to as 
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3. CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION  

3.1. METHODOLOGY  

3.1.1. The new underground foreshore cables will be installed broadly in a 
north -northwest direction from the HDD Entry Pit to the MLWS. 
The foreshore cables will be directly buried from the HDD Entry Pit 
to the MLWS at the Foreshore (and on to the Offshore New D ouglas 
OP).  

3.1.2. The works from PoA Terminal to and including the HDD Entry Pit 
are consented under FUL/000246/23 and do not form part of the 
new TCPA  application . 

3.1.3. The installation of the cables under the Gronant Dunes will utilise 
HDD equipment. This technique will be used to avoid causing 
disturbance to the ground surface, and disturbance to the 
ecologically sensitive dune system. The HDD process involves 
drilling a tunnel from an entry pit behind the dunes to an exit pit 
located just below the MHWS line.  

3.1.4. The exit pit for the Gronant dune system HDD , on the intertidal side , 
will be placed between 2 -3 m below ground level into the sand with 
temporary pumps and storage tanks sited close to the pit to 
contain any drilling fluid.  

3.1.5. Access to the beach will be from the Talacre beach car park. 
Temporary matting will be placed to facilitate vehicle access within 
the Foreshore Area over the soft sand as necessary. The method for 
the installation of the cables across the intertidal area, given the 
known geological conditions, is to use either a plough or cable 
trench to  simultaneously lay and bury the cable as it moves along 
the cable route . This is achieved by the cable laying vessel beaching 
on the intertidal area at the MLWS line. The c ables will then be 
pulled by excavators, and guided on rollers pre -installed on the 
beach, pegged at approximately 3  m intervals. The cable will then 
be attached to the HDD pulling equipment, located on the 
shoreward side of the dunes, and pulled to the HDD Exit Pit, and 
drawn through the HDD conduit , under Gronant dunes , to the HDD 
Entry Pit (consented under FUL/000246/23).  

3.1.6. Once the pull is complete, the cable laying vessel will use either the 
plough or cable trencher to  simultaneous lay and bury the cable 
across the intertidal area. This is instead of the previously proposed 
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method that would have required to first lay the cables to the 
landfall, and then two vessel passages to bury the cables. This 
reduces potential disturbance from the cable laying vessel activities. 
As agreed with NRW and the Port of Mostyn during determina tion 
of the Marine Licence for these activities, this new alignment will 
avoid bird foraging areas and disruption to the operation of Port of 
Mostyn.  

3.2. CONSTRUCTION TIMETABLE  

3.2.1. The intertidal works are envisaged to take up to 8 weeks. This is 
expected to be separated into two different periods: one for the 
Gronant dunes HDD works (estimated at around 4 weeks), and 
another for the cable pulls (estimated at around 4 weeks), during 
which certain locations will be closed off entirely to the public. 
Temporary diversions will be arranged across the dunes during this 
period for pedestrian use.    

3.2.2. Subject to planning permission, it is anticipated that HDD conduit 
construction, and cable installation, will commence in  February to 
April 2026. The timing of the HDD Exit Pit works has been 
scheduled for February 2026, which is outside of the Little Tern 
breeding season. The cable shore pull, and simultaneous lay and 
burial by the cable laying vessel, are scheduled for Jul y 2026 at the 
end of the Little Tern breeding season, close to their migratory 
departure. LBCCS will continue to work with its cable in stallation 
contractor to, as far as is reasonably practicable, sequence these 
works to occur either later in, or after, the breeding season .  

3.2.3. When it reaches the end of its useful life (after 25 years) or is no 
longer required, the foreshore cables will be left in situ in the 
ground.  
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5.2. ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS    

5.2.1. The assessment  includes the area within the revised red line 
boundary and construction information as described in  Section  3. 
No limitations to the assessment were encountered.  
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6.2.3. Concurrently with Phase 1 Habitat surveys, WSP ecologists 
undertook a Habitat Condition Assessment (HCA) of all terrestrial 
habitats within the Proposed Development survey area.  

6.2.4. The intertidal walkover survey which was conducted on the 
seaward side of the MHWS line was updated in 2025 in order to 
validate the results of surveys conducted in 2022 and to map 
additional areas within the RLB of the Proposed Development .  

6.2.5. The updated walkover  survey was undertaken following methods 
described in the JNCC Marine Monitoring Handbook for in -situ 
biotope recording. The survey was undertaken during a 0.9m spring 
tide and involved the compilation of target notes and 
georeferenced photographs of ecological features and habitat 
types. A further onsite investigation of infauna was also undertaken 
by digging and sieving substrate at representative locations within 
the Proposed Development  boundary, and recording species 
observed. The r esults of the survey undertaken on the 2 April 2025, 
were compared to the results of the intertidal phase 1 habitat survey 
conducted on the 2 and 3 April 2022 and are reported in the Water 
Framework Assessment Report (May 2025) (Ref 6.2), Document 
Reference number: PF.3.4 submitted along with the planning 
application . 

6.2.6. The updated terrestrial ecology walkover report states that overall, 
the habitats recorded within the Survey Area in 2025 closely match 
the habitat types and extents recorded during the 2021/2022 Phase 
1, National Vegetation Classification ( NVC), and intertidal phase 1 
habitat survey . The Proposed Development survey area  covered 
similar areas to the 2021/2022 NVC survey.  For survey details, 
including mapping, please refer to the reports submitted within the 
Environmental Studies Report Ref 1.1.  

6.2.7. The updated Intertidal walkover survey conducted in April 2025 did 
not observe any significant change to the structure of the intertidal 
zone  from surveys conducted in 2022. However, owing to the 
dynamic nature of coastal and intertidal systems, d uring the 2025  
survey, the berm and backshore present at the base of the dunes 
was replaced by a steep backshore and band of cobbles and 
pebbles which varied in width from 5 -10m. 

6.2.8. These reports, as well as other updated documents will  be 
submitted with the new TCPA application and should be read in 
conjunction with this assessment.  
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7. BASELINE BIODIVERSITY   

7.1. DESIGNATED SITES  

7.1.1. The Proposed Development is located within the Dee Estuary SPA, 
SAC and Ramsar site, and directly adjacent to Liverpool Bay SPA.  It 
is also located within the Gronant Dunes and Talacre Warren SSSI 
and directly adjacent to the Dee Estuary SSSI . Due to its statutory 
designations, the Proposed D evelopment has been subject to a 
Habitat Regulations Assessment  (HRA), which is reported 
separately . (Ref 7.1). 

7.2. EXISTING HABITATS   

7.2.1. Full details of the habitats  within the survey area  are provided 
within the Environmental Studies Report (Ref 1.1). A summary is 
provided below.  

7.2.2. Embryonic shifting dunes were recorded along the seaward edge 
of the dunes in 2021/22 (with small amounts of the NVC SD4 Elymus 
farctus  ssp. boreali -atlanticus  foredune community being present) 
but were absent in 2025 , during the walkover. Kim Norman of ENI 
informed the surveyors that large sections of foredunes had 
collapsed during storms over the winter of 2024/25, which 
accounted for the absence of embryonic shifting dunes  owing to 
natural external influences .  

7.2.3. The majority of habitat within the survey area was classified as s3a6 
shifting dunes with marram (UKHab). This equates to H6.8 open 
dune in Phase 1 and constitutes the Annex I habitat; shifting dunes 
with marram (H2120). The shifting dunes with marram habitat 
(including NVC communities SD6 and SD7) extended from the 
front of the dunes, south to the tarmac access track which runs 
parallel with the sand dunes. Within the shifting dunes with 
marram/open dunes there were three well -defined dune slacks in 
the ea stern half of the survey area. 

7.2.4. Immediately to the north of the open dune/shifting dunes with 
marram, the survey area encompassed a strip of beach. This strip 
would be classified as t2d5 intertidal mudflats and sandflats in 
UKHab and as H1.1 intertidal mud/sand in Phase 1. This habitat 
constitutes Annex I intertidal mudflats and sandflats (H1140).  

7.2.5. A long, narrow strip of short grassland, which ran east to west across 
the middle of the shifting dunes with marram/open dunes and 
between two of the dune slacks was recorded during the walkover. 
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This shorter grassland was dominated by red fescue Festuca rubra  
and was classified as s3a7 dune grassland in UKHab, which equates 
to H6.5 dune grassland in Phase 1 and comprises the Annex I 
habitat, dune grassland (H2130). Another strip of short dune 
grassland was recorded directly to the north of the tarmac access 
track, which was fenced for most of its length, due to it containing 
ten ponds which are managed for natterjack toads  Epidalea 
calamita . 

7.2.6. To the south of the access track, the habitat consisted 
predominantly of dense scrub classified as h3h mixed scrub in 
UKHab and A2.1 dense/continuous scrub in Phase 1. There were also 
some more open patches, dominated by false oat -grass 
Arrhenatherum elatius between less dense scrub patches and 
towards the north -east of the mapped dense scrub area . The scrub 
consisted mostly of bramble Rubus fruticosus  agg. , with frequent 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus , hawthorn Crataegus monogyna  
and grey willow Salix cinere a . Some individual larger trees or small 
tree groups were also present .  

7.2.7. To the south of the dense scrub, there was a large pasture field at 
Warren Farm, classified as g4 modified grassland in UKHab and B4 
improved grassland in Phase 1. It is not within the Proposed 
Development RLB but is within the Survey Area.  

7.3. INVASIVE NON -NATIVE SPECIES  

7.3.1. INNS were also recorded within the survey area. The only Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) Schedule 9 species 
recorded within the Proposed Development was montbretia 
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora , which was present on the open 
dune/shifting dunes with marram. Japanese rose Rosa rugosa  was 
widespread along dunes and grassland to the east of the Proposed 
Development boundary  but was not present within the boundary . 

7.3.2. Another nine non -native neophyte species which do not appear on 
Schedule 9 were recorded on the open dune/shifting dunes with 
marram and dune grassland .  
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8.1.7. Prior to construction, a suitably qualified and experienced 
Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW), will be appointed to support, 
oversee and monitor the Construction Contractor with the 
implementation of measures defined within the CEMP . 

8.1.8. The stepwise approach applied to assess th e effects upon the 
ecological baseline through the development of proposals is 
summarised in Table 8.1. 

8.1.9. Engagement with stakeholders has been undertaken including 
Natural Resources Wales (NRW) NRW and Flintshire County 
Council  (FCC). This included workshops / presentations to discuss 
the proposed approach to  evidencing net benefits for biodiversity in 
line with existing policy .  
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Receptor  Avoid  Minimise  Mitigate  Compensate  

Little Tern  No dir ect effects. The 
nearest Little Tern 
breeding colony to the 
Proposed Development 
is at Gronant Beach, 
which lies 
approximately 2km 
west of the Proposed 
Development  
 
The timing of the works 
has been scheduled 
outside of the Little 
Tern breeding season.  

Construction works will 
utilise low noise 
generating plant and 
equipment and will 
adopt methods which 
minimise noise and 
vibration, wherever 
practicable . 

A Noise and Vibration 
Management Plan will detail 
the noise mitigation 
measures included in the 
Detailed Design.  
 
Noise  level monitorin g.  

None identified  

Over -wintering birds  Avoid works within the 
over -wintering period.  

Where it is not possible to avoid the over -wintering 
period, the main construction works would be timed to 
minimise risk and avoid construction works for a three -
hour  period either side of high tide and during periods 
of significant numbers or levels of SPA/Ramsar 
qualifying bird species  as identified by an ornithologist .  

None identified  

Nocturnal mammals   The duration of HDD conduit installation will require 
continual 24 hour working (consented under 
FUL/000246/23) to allow the work to be completed as 
safely and quickly as possible. The estimated overall 
duration of the trenchless works at the dunes is 2 weeks 
and will also require a maximum of two consecutive 
nights (48 -hour period).  

None identified  
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8.2. DECCA FRAMEWORK AND ALIGNMENT TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT  

8.2.1. NBB does not utilise a metric ; demonstrating an overall net benefit 
is not quantifiable. The Welsh approach aims to demonstrate an 
increase in ecosystem resilience which  is difficult to quantify , as 
ecosystems are complex and dynamic. The Welsh Government and 
NRW have developed the DECCA framework ( see Table 4.1 ) to 
provide  a better understanding of aspects of ecosystem resilience . 
It should be noted that t he development of the assessment of NBB 
is still in the process of being discussed  between stakeholder s to 
ensure it achieves its intended outcomes .  

8.2.2. The five attributes referred to as DECCA  (Diversity, Extent, 
Condition, Connectivity and Aspects of ecosystem resilience ) were 
assessed and aligned to the development , as provided in Table 8.2.   
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Table 8.2 �I The DECCA Framework (adapted from PPW 12) and alignment to the Proposed Development  

DECCA Framework Attribute  Justification  

Diversity: at a biological level, including at the genetic, species, habitat, 
ecosystems or sea/landscape scale, as well as at the geological and physical 
level underpins biodiversity, resilient ecosystems, their functioning and the 
delivery of important ecosystem services. More diverse ecosystems are more 
resilient to external influences (this includes biological, geological and 
physical diversity on a site). This means strategic planning and individual 
development proposals should avoid negative impacts on biodiversity, by 
considering how biodiversity assets, can be maintained and enhanced.  

The Proposed D evelopment is located within diverse 
ecosystems .  
 
The majority of the ploughing  and laying  of  the cable  
and HDD exit pit is located within a dynamic coast al and 
intertidal habitat which is resilient to disturbance and 
recovers quickly.    
 
The dune ecosystem would be protected and retained 
by adopting HDD techniques.  
 
The works are temporary in nature and measures would 
be in place to ensure the continued functionality of the 
ecosystem and services it supports, not only in terms of 
nature conservation but also regulatory services  and 
cultural services.   
 
The Proposed D evelopment  supports a technology 
designed to reduce carbon dioxide  emissions from 
industry . The changing climate is having physical, 
ecological, social and economic impacts on UK coasts 
and seas. With the adoption of carbon capture 
technologies , this may, in the long -term , safeguard 
ecosystems and the species they support.  
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Annex A  
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