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2.5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL  

2.5.1. The TCPA Proposed Development has moderate potential to 
contain prehistoric remains. The foreshore and intertidal areas of 
the TCPA Proposed Development were likely to have been either 
underwater or within a marginal environment during this period 
which wi ll have been utilised for easy access to natural resources. 
Although the presence of trackways or small boats cannot be 
discounted, it is considered more likely that the remains are limited 
to smaller evidence of resource extraction including traps and 
isolated remains. Outside of areas of later development, survival of 
early remains is likely within alluvial and aeolian deposits where 
they will have been deposited or buried.  

2.5.2. The TCPA Proposed Development has low potential to contain 
Roman remains. The placement of the coastline and any associated 
marginal environment is unclear as result of a lack of historic 
archaeological investigation within the Study Area (Figure 2 ) and 
the scarce evidence of Roman activity would suggest that the finds 
are likely to be limited to isolated remains. It is possible that the 
foreshore and intertidal areas of the TCPA Proposed Development 
were underwater or within a marginal environment during t his 
period. It is clear that the River Dee was used by the Romans and 
known Roman settlements are present along the Dee and the 
coastline.  

2.5.3. The TCPA Proposed Development has low potential to contain early 
medieval remains within alluvial and aeolian deposits. The foreshore 
and intertidal areas of the TCPA Proposed Development were likely 
to have been within a marginal environment which would have 
been utilised for its easy access to the estuary and the Irish Sea and 
its natural resources. The placement of the coastline and any 
associated marginal e nvironment is unclear as result of a lack of 
archaeological investigation within the Study Area. It is possible, 
however, for isolated remains to be present within the alluvial 
deposits given the extensive traffic within the Dee Estuary during 
this period.   

2.5.4. The Site  Boundary has moderate potential to contain later medieval 
remains. It is possible that the foreshore and intertidal areas of the 
TCPA Proposed Development were still within a marginal 
environment which would have been utilised for its easy access to 
the e stuary and the Irish Sea and its natural resources. The 
placement of the coastline and any associated marginal 



 

Point of Ayr Cable Route Foreshore Works  

Project Design for Archaeological Monitoring and Recording  

environment is unclear as result of a lack of historic archaeological 
investigation within the TCPA Proposed Development or Study 
Area. It is possible, however, for remains to be present within the 
alluvial deposits given the extensive traffic within the D ee Estuary 
during this period.  

2.5.5. The Site  Boundary has moderate potential to contain post -
medieval and modern remains . Four post -medieval shipwreck sites 
are noted within the foreshore and intertidal around the red line 
boundary which suggests the potential for remains as t he locations 
of the wrecks are approximate. The foreshore was used during the 
Second World War for target practice by the R oyal Air Force  and 
defensive structures from the war survive  within the wider 
foreshore . Two Second World War aircraft crash sites are noted 
within the red line boundary with dispersed remains from these 
incidents possible around the wreck  sites.   
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wrapping deposits or features in a geo -textile such as terram, 
sealing with sand or other suitable soft materials, or other means as 
deemed suitable/appropriate in consultation with the LPA 
Archaeological Advisor and relevant specialists, where required.  

3.3.9. Alternatively, if it is apparent from initial monitoring that no 
archaeological remains are present, the need for subsequent 
monitoring could be reduced in scope, following consultation 
between the Archaeological Consultant , acting on behalf of the 
Client, and the LPA Archaeological Advisor.  

3.3.10. The Site Boundary is adjacent to the intertidal zone, and portions of 
the site may be affected by this. A constant cycle of wetting and 
drying can affect the survivability of archaeological remains. 
Managing the Marine Historic Environment of Wales by Cadw has 
further guidance if any areas in the Site Boundary are affected by 
intertidal effects and processes.  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING  

3.3.11. Any archaeological remains which are identified shall be fully 
recorded according to the CIfA standards (CIfA 2023a) and universal 
guidance (CIfA 2023b) for archaeological monitoring and recording. 
Machine excavation shall cease, and sufficient time will b e given for 
the recording process. All written records will be created on pro 
forma record sheets giving details of location, composition, shape, 
dimensions, relationships, finds, samples, cross -references to other 
elements of the record and other relevant  contexts, etc.  

3.3.12. The archaeological remains shall be hand cleaned to allow the 
structure to be fully recorded through instrument survey using a 
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) or EDM, tied into the 
Ordnance Survey National Grid. A measured drawing consisting of 
at least one plan, at 1:20 scale may be required to demonstrate the 
scale, if the survey does not provide enough detail.  Sections shall be 
drawn at 1:10 scale.  

3.3.13. The feature shall be recorded digitally, using a high -resolution 
digital camera with a minimum resolution of 24 megapixels. 
Photographs taken for recording purposes are to include a scale 
and, where appropriate, an information board recording the 
relevant context number(s) and a north arrow.  
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such required to secure  any areas under archaeological 
investigation.  

6.6. ACCESS 

6.6.1. Site access from the relevant landowners will be arranged by Client 
or their representative before site works commence. The 
Archaeological Consultant  and Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor  
shall be notified if access arrangements change prior to or during 
the watching brief programme.  

6.7. NON -ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS  

6.7.1. The Principal Contractor will ensure that all information on services 
and utilities is provided to the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor 
and that provision is made for a UXO Engineer and Ground 
Contamination specialist to be present should this be necessary.  

6.7.2. If unforeseen engineering or health and safety issues  should arise, 
or if extensive, significant deposits are found to survive in the area 
which cannot be satisfactorily excavated and recorded in the period 
defined by the archaeological fieldwork contractor and the 
programme of the Principal Contractor, there should be sufficient 
flexibility within the programme and resources to enable the 
deposits in question to be excavated and recorded to the 
satisfaction of the Archaeological Consultant in consultation with 
the LPA Archaeological Advisor . 

6.8.  UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE (UXO)  

6.8.1. There is a potential hazard for UXO within the Proposed 
Development in the  site. This area was in the immediate vicinity of 
Prestatyn Air Gunnery Range. Aircraft used High Explosive 20mm 
cannon shells on the range and Small Arms Ammunition. There 
have been reports of munitions found on site recent years (Zeteca, 
2021).  

6.8.2. It has been recommended that all staff involved with excavation on 
site are given a formal UXO awareness briefing.  

6.8.3. Explosive Ordnance Clearance (EOC) Engineer support is required 
for ground investigation works in the area with potential UXO 
hazards.  
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6.9. CONTAMINATED GROUND  

6.9.1. Widespread contamination is not anticipated on site.  
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7. MONITORING AND ASSURANCE   

7.1. MONITORING VISITS  

7.1.1. The Archaeological Consultant will monitor and assure on -site 
archaeological work on behalf of the Client. The Archaeological 
Consultant will complete all on -site activity in accordance with 
accepted Health and Safety protocols and their RAMS.  

7.1.2. The Archaeological Consultant will complete at least one site visit 
per week for the duration of the on -site archaeological monitoring 
to ensure that the archaeological work is being conducted 
following the method set out in the PD  and health and safety 
requirements.  

7.1.3. The Archaeological Consultant shall also attend site on the first day 
of the groundworks to deliver a toolbox talk to all site staff to ensure 
that the role of the attending Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor 
is understood and to clarify that they have co ntrol of the machining 
in the targeted archaeological monitoring areas.  

7.2. ON SITE FIELDWORK  

7.2.1. The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will ensure that the work 
is carried out in accordance with this Project Design, professional 
standards, and the requirements of the LPA Archaeological Advisor . 
Any unavoidable variance in the scope of work shall be made 
known to the Archaeological Consultant who will then consult with 
the LPA Archaeological Advisor .  

7.2.2. If the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor proposes a change to 
excavation strategy or work scope this change shall be 
communicated by to the Archaeological Consultant who will then 
contact the Client  and LPA Archaeological Advisor . 

7.2.3. Should they be required, visits by the LPA Archaeological Advisor 
will be arranged.  

7.3. POST-EXCAVATION DELIVERABLES  

7.3.1. The Archaeological Consultant will technically assure the 
deliverables conform to the format and scope agreed with the LPA 
Archaeological Advisor, and that the reporting is accurate and clear 
and with sound conclusions, and that it has been produced to 
professional standards and the re quirements of the LPA 
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Archaeological Advisor. This will be the case whether the agreed 
deliverables take the form of an archaeological report for the HER, 
journal article or monograph.  

7.3.2. The Archaeological Consultant will liaise with the archaeological 
fieldwork subcontractor to ensure that the work is carried out to an 
agreed delivery programme . 
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